SCCCORE

e

MARCH/APRIL

- - T— T ——— —

— -

ind ISSUE B6

ScAthern California Contest Clun Operations, Results and Fnliahtenments,
SCOCHE 15 the ofticial pimontnly bulletin ot the Southern Calitornia Contest
Club, Merbership fee 15 §3.50 per year, payable to MGAD!, our club Treasurer.

PRESIDENT tark Beckwith WAGOTU, /8% Brooksice Lane
sierra Madre, CN 91024 (#189-355-2787)

VICE-PRESIDENT Ray Benny NEVR

Sec/Treas/Editor Shi Brozowsky NeAnI, R A2, Oakview,CA,

Fditor 9322 { B05-6459-3349)

LA ARFA COORDINATOR WE NEFD SOMEDHE

ORANGE COUNTTY COORDINATOR Kurt Andress HIeW, 25388, Center,

Santa Ana,CA. Y2704 (114=556-4341)

SAN DIEGD COCRDIMATOR Cnas NOakes WLUQF, 3745 Linda ¥ista Dr.
5an Marcos,CA, Y2089 ( 2 |
Board of Directors NEGBI, N6TJ E H&VI

The SC0CC assumes no responsibility for accuracy, authenticity or content as
most material i1s opinion, conjecture and hearsay. The SCCOMRE may be quoted
or copied provided credit 1s given.

NEXT MEETING I5: POTLUCK/EEQ at WEAM world rencown antennae Ranch on

22 MARCH at 12 noon. Decn't miss this last oportunity to see the
RANCH before it is dis-assembled and only a memory. *SEE ARTICLE
ON MEETING ELSEWHERE IN THIS ISSUE OF SCCCORE!L

WeAM, 28503 Highridge R4d. Rancho Palos Verdes, CA. 90274

TALK IN FREQUENCY Southern Calif. DX Rptr 145.48

AVATIABIE QONTEST ACTIVITIES DURING NEXT TWO MONTHS

SCCC PLANNED EFFORTS

MAR 15-16 Bermuda Contest

MAR 29-30 CQ WW WPX SSB Horth Counties Group
APR 26-27 Swiss Heli.re_t:l.a Contest

MAY 10-11 USSR CQ-M Contest

May 24-25 CO WW WPX CW North Counties Group

BE RADIO ACTIVE, OPEN YOUR STATION TO GROUP EFFORTS, JOIN IN THE PUN! ! !

PRESTDENTS REPORT

Let me bogin my tirst Presjioont's Feport with a note of thanks to all the
pertyers For Unahimoius supoort at the Janvary mesting, I am tookino forward to
d Successtul and productive term of office as Presicent of the Southern
calitornia Contest Clup. Alsp, another thank you to our outgoing President
Dennis, NEGI. His work tor the Club has given us alot of glus with which to
stick togother 1n recent years, Througn Pennis’ leadership, our list of
active, clup attending merpers took a great leap.

1 nave Spent soms time reviewing the survey wilch wWas at the pottom of the
Ballots 1in the jast issue. We gobt eleven of them back,; and the results are

interesting out I think they reguire further stuagy by the Board of Directors.

Everyone tends to agree on some things. For instance, averyone wants some
kind of yearly tunction, with some specifying a BBQ and others specifying
Field Day, or both. The sam guestionaires were sharply divided regarding
Club Agaregate Campebition - i.e., which contests, how many, etc, 1 expect
tha Boara will reet before the March 22nd meeting, and desidan a more
comprehensive questionaire and a memper activity form, so we get a better idea
of the things everyone does, and the things everyone wants to do. These forms
will be passed ocut and collected at the March Zind meating.

Did I say March 22nd meeting? Tnat meeting will be for most of you the very
last opportinity to visit the W6AM Rhombic Farm while it still exists, On
this day, 22 March, everyone will head up into tne hills of the Palos Verdes
Peninsula, to that world-renowned ham radio station, bringing with them lots
of good things to eat and drink, thereby fulfilling an almost unanimus desire
of the membership tor a pot-luck/BRQ. Jim Nefjer, N&TJ, who presently lives
at the ranch, has agreed to make his home available to the SCCC for this club

mesting. It promises tgQ be a good one.

One last thing. 1 am looking for some heacty soul to replace me as Los
Angeles Area Coordinator. I will be approaching a few of you about it, I'm
sure. If anyone has an overwhelmng cesire to step in, please make it kKnown
to me - your interest will be walcomea and appreciated.

Tnat's all from ARS WAGDTU - I'll see everyone who can make it to WeAM and the
meating/BRQ/Potluck on 22 March.

73's Mark

SCCC HOTES

The bands have been somewhat sub-standard but the die-hards are still plugging
away. Ses the SCORES page elsewhere for the etforts since the last SCOCORE.

N6VR 12 open tor interested contester's tor this years WPX effort and NGADI is
coordinating the etfort it any interest is shown. The bummer or it 1S that o0
blew 1t! Wi phene contest is FASTER WEEKEMD so I gquess only the heavies will
pe doing battle this year due to this signiticant conflict with a holiday
weekend, I would estimate a 33% decline in activity here in the states due to
the weekend it is being held. The results are out from last years etfort and
the Morth Counties Group of the SCCC took California and 6th in the US in the
multi-single catagory using NS6X trom the NeVR hill-top in 0jai. Call NBADI
and Join the winning team tnis year, (HU5) &4%-33349. :

DON'T FORGET THE 22nd OF MARCH MEETING AT WoAM's FARM, DON'T MISS THIS LAST
OFPORTUNITY TO (HECK OUT THE WORLD FAMOUS STATION AND BRING NEW POTENTIAL
MEMBERS FCR FUN IN THE SUM AND A VIEW OF AN AWESOMELY RAD HAM STATIONI ...



SCCC KOTES con't

IF YOU DIDN'T MAKE THE JANUARY MEETING YOU WERE MISSEL BY THE
MULTITUDE THAT D1D. Maybe we'll see you at the next cnel

PRELSENT AT JANUARY 25th MEETING

WeGC NETJT NEVI
WAGOTU WOHX NHED *
KEJVW KBGUF . KRGIVH
W7CB * WiIgs * WEBALY
KBEBIT LEKT KEVR
NIEW EGCGXD * N6NW
NEGTS* NEGI NEBJQ
NENI ARERX NEADI

* NEW MEMBERS WHO JOINED AT THE MEETING

The new slate of CFFICERS were voted in unanimously and numerous
discussicns were held regarding the questionaire on the ballot.
Other topics discussed were Contest Advisery Committee suggestions,
possible UHF/VHF yearly effort and the possibilities of Field Day.

Our out-going President NE6I was given a plague in recognition of
his enduring almost 3 years as the motivational force behind the
ScCC and for doing so religiously. A BIG HAND for Dennis, NEGI !

Board member and SGT at ARMS N6TJ, Jim, recruited SEVEN new members 1
into our ranks. Thanks Jim and WELCOME NEW MEMBERS shown above.

The meeting was one of the largest in quite a long time with 24
contesters present and judging by the bar tab everyone had a great
time.

If everyone currently on the roster continues with the club we will
have over 60 contesters in ocur club as of this printing.

SAN DIEGO AREA REPORT by Chas Cakes WeUQF

Hot much to report area wise, except Rick N6ND still ironing
cut station and QTH move and I was asked by Rusty, W6OAT to help
out with coordinating counties for the "Great Armadillo Run of 1986"
ags in October QST --- I scrt of figure that this is the most insane
idea I've ever heard of and that SCCC should call a short truce
with our rivals to the north for this worthwhile cause. In fact,
my old friend WBEEVS and I will be venturing into the desert
wilderness by Salton Sea for both weekends to activate Imperial
County! Idiots, we are =~

I heartily encourage all SCCC ers to get con and make their
County heard from! More next time.

73 CHAS WeUQF

NEXT MEETING

The next meeting will be a potluck and BAD lunch at the WAM Rhorbic Farm
on Saturday, March 22nd at 12 noon.

If your suffix starts with: Brina:
A-G Thirst quenching Beer, Wine, Soft Drinks
H-H R¥dables of all sorts winnies, burgsr ?
N-T Salads, vegetahles
u-2 Pesserts and other goodies

Bring enough of yvour ltem to feed 6-8 persons (assuming 0.5-]1 extra person par
club memier) and also bring your friends favorite garnishes and (not
mnecessarily your favorite) service,

This meeting will be an opportunity for many of us to take in the grandeur of
W6AM Ffor perhaps the last ktime. The station probably won't be around For much
longer. Every menber of this club is encouraged to attand this meeting, The
guestionairre to be passed out, Filled out, and returned at this get-together
will serve as the basis of our goal setting for the next two years. Please
also invite any contest-oriented non merbers you may wish to get into the
club. Visiting the rhambics can be very inspirational, and might just provide
the motivation needed to get these perspective members to join our ranks,
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NORTH COUNTIES PORT by NOADI

Not too much going on here in North Counties. Normally we would
be gearing?p for the WPX Phone contest but do to the fact that CQ
has it on EASTER WEEKEND we feel it will be very hard to put together
our normal Phone Multi-single crew so N6ADI will probably go single
band unless all of vou call me and say lets do it, then we will go
multi-single again. I doubt that this will happen though. HN6VR is
still working on the feed system and switching network for his two
3/8 wave 80 mtr verticles. If you want to join the WPX crew call NBADI,
other wise we will be doing WPX CW in May and are looking for your help.
CU at the DX convention.



CERNCE OXRITY REANT by Kurt NI6W

I hope evervone sarvivad the fall season. 1 operpted at Him M for
both modes of OOW. Ve had Tom (EMGK) for a third op daring phone, and Ark
(E6XT) for CW. ‘The 90 5F for prume was a pleasant sarprise and the odd
praopaoation for G was interesting at best, 1 really énjoved the 40M opening
Lo Burope all night long, Tt's a refreshing change to have garden varicty
Europeans trying to dupe you (JWOA) 3 times. One of the surprise op=ining on
W was VS6 on 15# long path at 16:00. We were able to avoid Mr., Murphy and
everything at Rick's station worked well encugh to top 2 million on both
modes, 1 hope the rest of you had as much Fun., KA (Glen) went single AB on
CW for about 1,3 meq,, WEYA (jim) went 15M single band for about 500K and HeNI
(Tom} guest op'd at W6MKB on 50M single band phone,

Despite the conditions, S5 OW was it's usual 12 br blast, followed by
hoors of boredom, 1 operated low power at WeRUT in the San Diego section. I
ended up with B71x74. NEND was also on low power and took the section and
possibly the country with 884x74. I heard Herb (KZ6E) on low power From '
Orange County with some high nurbers, and expect him to finish in the top ten
again, KGIA went hich power for 1075x74. Congratulations to WAGOTY for what
looks like a top ten finish at W6AQ. During the §5 Phone test K7JA guest op'd
at K6nA for 1907x74 and first place, ;

The first part of 1986 locks like a frantic one for me. Mast of my time
will be lost to those who pay my rent, but I hope to make the DX contests and
maybe mre. I also hops to resume my quest for a more suitable QTH.

My best wishes to our new officers. I hope everyone participates and
comes forward with their ideas and support. I for one would like to know what
our merbers hope to gain or not to gain from the club, It appears to me that
there is much more we could 45 to promote contesting in Southern California,
but enly if we want to,

CUAGH Rurt NIGW
1986 NA SPRINT CW WEST CDOAST SCORES

KeLRN  170/3 WESEIN  244/37 KosJ  180/32

H6TJ 256/37 el 109/29 N6VR  221/35

NETR 299/39 E6GXD  66/24 WBUE 231735 by AAGRX
HEND 201734 WGAQ  238/39 by WREOTU K7CR  207/39

K6LL 280740 N6RD  296/38 by WAGVEF WATNIN 239/40

WEHAL 89/eM NIGW = 237/35 WeGC 43/16

HevI 230/35 byti6ZZ ESMM.  239/39 NGAR  245/36

NEBJQ  175/32 NEGI  247/35 MECQ/3 100/24

NoAW 208/31

ARRL DX CW

WEAQ  ldmhz sinagle band 285/59
9Y4AA Single op all band  4778/299 = 4.1 Meq. probably a winner !

1986 NA SPRINT PHONE

NGBT  260/7 WKBZ  166/7 K6GSS  203/29
Wics 117723 NERD  328/34 K6IRN  60/11
WeSEN  220/20-30 NSFA  306/40 MBJL 216/33
KMIP 285734 NEEI ~ 309/35 BRAVD! N2IC  314/35
NCBU  235/27 WeUDE  136/23 K6LL  309/40
mv6z 181721 MEADT  150/31 WATNIN 278/35
H6TR/T 260/33

Congratulations go to Dennis NEGI, not for winning
i

but, for finally climbing
over the 300 QSO hump. Quite an acomplishment ! Ve

11 bone Demnis !}

¥
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When you have & pile-up on you alwnys work the stations as fast
as you possibly can. LI & JA iIs tuning the band and hears o pile-up
an you and ¥You are wotrking the statlons slow he is liable to contlnue
tuning. MHowever, Lf he hears you knocking thes down at a good rate
he wilil probably joln the compaticion.

HI1GH SPEED OPERATIRG:
L. Always come back to a specific¢ call even if only parcial.
In a pack you may only be able to plck out part of a call.
when you hear the partial c¢all say report & exchuange for cthe
contest you are inm and get his call when he gives vou his
report. EXAMPLE: "the Zulu Alpha your 59-43, over" He will
give his call and report. IF possible glve the whole call
of the station so he kuows 1ts him you are working. If you
are having trouble fake a couple gso's to get thilngs going.!

2. Only give your call every 2-3 Q50's. The pack is on you
and they already koow your call.....

3. Make all transmisslons SHURT. They doa't give extra points
for being police. BEISK AND SHORT! NO good luck In the contest,
No 73's, No see you later, Mo good DX, just your call and QRZ!

4. To keep confusion down, give the other guys call once pre-
ferrably ac the begining of the exchange. No more unlesas he
isn't sure vou came back to him,

5. Im european pile-ups they are not as tame or polite as the
JA stations and you can work a couple at o tlme. When you
come back to & partial call the @uropeans and U.5. still call
and you can pick off a couple at a cime.

6. Only vhen packs are unmanagable should you sucomb to the
district method. The discrict method causes peaple to tune
past you and you don't want that. <You want specd ond volume.!

A SAMPLE CORTEST QS80: "CQ Contest, CQ contest, C( contest Alpha Kilo
Six AMlpha (2 times), OVER" (keep short). You hear a partial
call and reply, "Zulu Alpha 59-03 OVER"™. He replios "This is
V562ZA you are 59-26 OVER" and while he was giving vou his
report you hear HL90L, zo you reply, "O0SL VS6ZA, HLIOL 59-03,
OVER" and so it goes. I they thin out say"™ QRZ, Alpha Kils
6 Alpha, QRZ" and the pack should thicken.....:

KEEPING THE FREQUEXNCY

When conditions are good and the band 1s crowded and clear spots
are hard to find, don't give up a Erequency you have been warking. This
happens when the pile gets thin. If yeu don'e kvep the pack thlick yvou
are likely to lose dt to apother stateslide station, quickly. Here Ls
where you throw out the ethics and get dows to competition. The nice



polite operator loses tlie battle, You've had a frequency for 15 minutes
and all of a sudden up pops a 20db over €Q a KC higher, you have every
felnan Lo be upset. What do vou do?

1. Declide If vou want te continue on that frequency. Has the
rate been pood or maybe it is time to move on and ilnd another
hole wp oer down the band. Dependlag on the case and your
dncl:iun‘nﬂu i3 the tilime to make nolse to keep the frequencyl
Turn up vour processor, goin ond amp and call QEI, CQ or fake
a couple QS50's. Tilme vour QKZ's, €Q0's and QS50's during the
time this fnctruder is listening and make your transmissions
BEMAD. Yes, 8 R 0 A D! Sconer or later one of you will 45Y!
1f he hoasdlestablished a QSO it will probably be him. Boet {f
nedither of vou are getting QS0's it is beést to find a frequency
that will be more productive, after all, you're trying to make
contaces and 10 minutes of noiss making with no Q50's is 10
minutes wasted.

THE BAXDS AXD THE SECOND OPERATOR

SECOND OPERATOR: DUPING

If you are a single sperator you shouldn't havé a second operftor,
but some of this will apply. Net enough can be said about duping
and the second operator. First, 4t can disqualify the whole
operation if your logs aren't duped, Its a great way to waste
time worklng stitfons more than once. Since the computer age
duping has been less of a manual problem as many single operators
are using thes for logging and duping and with a multi-operator
effort your second operator can do it easily provided you have
one in the shack. If you sre limited to manual operatioms (non-
computer) this 1s the ideal set up: One must start with a
relatively large, flat operating position( & check sheet must lay
£lat so0 It can be easily glaneced at and writcten om), usually log
sheet on the vight, cheek sheet on left. As a Q50 1s made, it is
logzed in op both the log =nd check sheet. With a litcle effort
and adjustments to suit the operator it can be done simultanously
with logging. Most people, however, can't keep up with the

check sheet when the 050 tate gets high. This isa't a great
problem at this time since vou are probably being called by 59X
stacions who are working vou for che first time. You are
counting on them to have checked their eheck sheet. At once,
when the rate slows or at the change of operators you Should up-
date vour check sheet or PROBLEMS will arise. The next operator
will work dupes, REMEMBER: The same etatlons worked yesterday
will be here today: did vou work him or did the other operator
work him? With this manual method or vour computer with the right

Enitvirﬁi]u:t look!

SECOND OPERATOR RECEIVIRG
Buring slow times and when time sllows the Znd operator should

he tuning the bands locking fer multipliers and what action is
available on alternate bands. He should also be looking on your
bapd to spot multipliers. Everything he hears that you need is

to be written on paper so the prime operator knows what is happening
and where, If it 1s & big effort a number of listeners might be
used and the contest manaper kept constantly updated so he can

make good declsions about changing bands and QSYing at the right
times based on the inputs he receives from the listeners......

Svme oF Lhe revent Bulti=pultl and sultl=gingle cifforers have
dugvd this often over-loaked strvategy Eo thelr advantage.

Some have used it to mtretch the reles too! By havelag a
spotting net anpouncing multipliers on a pre-determined
{requency. But within the rules these blg operations have
fegally had & qso statfon, & multipller station and 2 listening
stations on every band. Using this concept, not too much is
missed in the way of multipliers and in order to compere lt
nust be seriously considered. The only limitation is space

for antennaes and nusber of people available for yvour elforc!

10 METERS

When this band ls open it is one of the best for rate and
multipliers. In phone contests Q50's can be found over about
300 ke's of band aod Lt is e¢asy to have a nice clear frequency
to work the weak multipliers. 1t is easy to keep the frequency
as compared to 20 merers and the need for special skills and
knowledge is helpful but not necessary Lo be competicive on 1O
metars. Tuning from 28.5 to 28.8 will net alot of QS0's and
dependiog on the contest some choice multipliers can ofiten be
found operating between 28.4 and 2B.5 and if you can get thea
to listen up in the U.5. portion you can Kneck chem ofl when
ochers don't even know who youy are working or where they are.
Ten meters has been conslscantly the most productive band inm
recent years, productive in rate and multlpliers, Worth paying
artention to when open and offers some un-predictable openings
both short and long path.

15 METERS

By far the best band for contests, offering super openlngs

around the world and always excellent race. Not as crowded

as 20 meters and depending on the cycle vffers the same

choice DX without the heavy 20 meter over-crowding and sciff

KW competition for frequencies. This band requires more operating
skill than |0 meters but less tchan 20 meters. WNhen the cycle
permics, good european openings in the AM, Africa between [700-
210028 and SUPER JA runs from 2300Z-80¢82 ctil the band cloues.

DX can be found from 21,200 up to the top of the band. HMNany
Pacific DX countries between 21.2 and 21.275; tell them to

listen Up.««.

20 METERS

The 20 meter band requires more special skill and knowledge than

any other DX band. The reasons are: 1)20 meters has the best arcund
the clock propagation, 2) competition is greatest because of

the number of big stations established on the band (large antennacs
L multi-KW) (many bevond legal limits). Historically 20 meters

is the most active band in DX contests offering more multipliers

and Q50's than any other band. 20 meters is the bestr hand to

hunt and peck on for multipliers aond councries. Only when 20

is open to europe or the pacific/asla area’s will CQ's or running

a pack be possible. ON THIS BAND OPERATING SKILL AND KNOWLEDGE ARE

con,t May/Jun lIssue



THE OLD TIMER SPEAKS ON B0 MPTER DXina or DO WE STAND A CERNCE Ey NEADT

The OLD TIMER in casual conversation with the NEW KID on the block oets a
a':lllﬂ-l.ﬂl in his ey= when the new kid says "1 have been recently spendina alot of
time tuning and looking for new ones on B8 moters trying for the SRONCC award
havina alroady knocked off w=ll over a hundred on 10 - 40 meotera. I have
discovered that 80 meter DXing is not only challenging but very frustrating
for a number of reasons, The challenging part is to get up the necessary
hardware to hear and oot throuch on 80 meters, The frustrating part is having
to cope with the R0 moter DXer's with superior antennaes that want to work
every piece of DX they hear whether needed or not. In spending time on B0 you
find the big array B0 meter D¥er's working the same PX night after night while
me with my small array am trying to work the quy once so I can confirm his
coimtry for DXCC. The GUNS all know each other by first and middle name
because they've worked so many times. Do you think I will ever reach a
hundred on 80 meters?®

The OLD TIMER takes another swig of coffee from his ARRL mug and says "Well
kid, I really don't have the answer to that one but I have a few suggestions
that might be of some help. Basicly, these 80 meter DXer's have spent alot of
time and money on gecting a sianal out on that band and they in effect own the
DX. If they are amatuers that have compasaion for their fellow HAMS and
realize that only a minority can put up compatitive arrays then they will help
them get through and then again if they don't think of the other gquys they
will opsrate in the manner you have just described. Tt all goes back to MAN
and his behavior. If he is a good cuy, he'll take time and help his fellow
man and if he is not he will disregard them and continue to be the BIG KID ON
THE BLOCK, &80 moters didn't used to be this way, KID. It used to be that
everybody helped thesother guy get through and having a big array allowed you
to-help the weak oneés through, Used to be alot of guys on the EAST OOAST that
actually helped aet WEST CONSTERS through to FURDPE but don't hear that very
often anymore since the 70's and all that warring between BAST and WEST
COASTERS, Is all T can tell you is stay up all night and when the competition
thins or go2s to bed i=s when you can get through with vour peanut whistle,®

NEW KID says, "Hrem, T guess I'11 have o give that a try because until now
i've been trying to get in the packs before midnight here in California and i=
all 1 ever hear is a big pack of peanut whistles calling and the same WEST
CORST B0 meter mono-band DXer's working the same DX night after night and
never do they take the time to help even 50 much as their fellow WEST

TERSI®" "Well®, comments the OLD- TIMER, "Is all I can tell you is to keep
trying as frustrating as it might be and maybe if you are sly enocugh you'll be
able towork that hindred and eet them confirmed., You could try irscoving
your antennae system or taking everything down and dedicate your efforts on B0
meters for a while, Then you could be like your competition and work the
hundred, thousands of times too!™ ™Yeah, I gquess thats one way to o it buk I
enjoy the capability of being able to g2t on 20 and 40 too and I'm not willing
to give those two bands up, yet!"™ says the KID,

"R1ID, 1 worked my hundred back when the B0 meter band was full of gentlemen
and we' all worked togsther, Is all you have to do is wait for the gentlemen
to return to BO meters at the top of the sunspot cycle when all the animals
are back on 20 or becore sly and stav up later than they do. Just remembet
that they put &ll this metal up and want to use it as much as possible and
-:hp&ndin? cn what t:,l?e of guy thoy are they will use for the good of all or
they will be DX HOGS. You can't change pecple and their habits very easily
but you can be slyer than the next guy and thats sbout your only alternative
at thizs point in the cycle,* "OK, OLD TIMER" says the EID, "thanks for the
advise, 1I'1l see hos late I can stay up and just keep trying. My slopers are
working good but they just can't compete with those directional arrays. 1I'11
keep you posted and maybe, just raybe, someday 1'11 get that hundred worked
and confirmed on 80 meters, the gentlemens band!®

EFFECTIVE QSLING by NEADT

How can we get a good return rate on those most wanted QSL cards? Is
there any way to cut the cost of OSLing? Are IRC'S the way to go? Should I
send the quy a US gresnstamp? Do managers answer cards via the buro? Should
I use a OSL service? These are all questions that need to be analyized prior
Lo sending out those QSL cards that we want answered,

Although it is expensive even compared to sending a greenstarp the kime
proven best way to get a super return rate on those wanted O5L's is by
providing the rececipiant with AIR MAIL postage from his country affixed to a
self-addressed envelope. This has been proven over the years by a number of
DXer's. These foreign stamps are available from: DX STAMP SERVICE, 7661 Roder
Parkway, Ontario, N.Y. 14519. You can get a price list by prefix for an
SASE. This way gets return rates in the high 90% levels although it is more
expensive than sending a green stamp. The sapand best return rates were with
greenstamps but one must consider that the receipiant has to exchangs the
green stamp for local funds in order to buy and affix a stamp to your SAE,

The third best is the IRC method which is the most costly if you buy the IRC's
at the US Postal Service becaise they are now B0# each and most countries
IEC[J;:I.iI'.‘E from 2-5 IRC's for return AIR MAIL pastage, with the average at 3
IRC's. To buy 3 IRC's it is now $2.40 and with that kind of investment it is
cheaper to go to the DX STAMP SERVICE and get the better return rate for less
money. The fourth best method is via a 0SL service like N7RO. This QSL
Eﬁ’{‘ﬁﬁ E::rly m as E;; a return rate but if you are in a hurry your

5 qo direct. e fifth is VIA BURD with a 5
cards sent and a year or two wait, RS S

The price of QSLing has skyrocketed like everyth else but at a greater
rate. If you are going for DXCC mixed and CW and getiggm to 300 'H:ifkg. Yol
are looking at over $1000. in postage, cards, envelopes and return postage,
S0 the cost is great, IFf all the operators around the world would follow
through and answer the cards recieved VIA the BURO it would help matters alot
with regard to exvense but of course it would be slow going. I perscnnaly
knnuam;_tmber of managers that throw all the VIA BURO cards in the trash
because they don't want to hassel boxing them up and sending them to the
out-going buro at the ARRL. Their explanation to me when I =aid I was
disappointed in them was if the guy couldn’t send it direct he probably didn't
nead it anyway. These quys will go un-named by me but their rational is
wrong., The quy who QSL's VIA the BURO probably can't afford to send direct.
The average cost for me as of 1986 to send a Q5L card out with SAE and return
postage is now just under $2.00. That is considering that I sent a
green-stamp. If I were to use one of the other methods it could be more or
less. $2.00 in most countries will easily faed a parson for a day. As for
IRC's, I feel that they are now out of the guestion based on the price, The
Postal Service is charging BO# each for them which equates to
and the 22¢ surface postage you get when you turn one in to them' You CAN'E

:
u
:

WIN at those rates so I have totally given up on IRC's un
fellow DXer that will sell them to me at 40¢, then I will use them but

.otherwise FORGET IT!

There is much to be considered when QSLing and picking the best route for

a
good return rate on the ones you send out, If it is a new one
back fairly quickly try affixing air mail postage from the DX's country and
notice your return rates will go up drasticly! Good luck!

IRC's are available from K6WX, one of our members, right now for 40€ each and
he only has about 300+ of them left =o hurry. You can find his addr
roster in the last Issue of SOCOORE! T




SCCCORE

IRSA & YURI, VE3BMV DECLARE WAR ON CAL 950 PARTY !

It seems that Yuri, VEIBMV has declared WAR on the California OS50 Partv
(probably the biggest QS0 party in the USA)., Ha did this in favor of putting
nhis IRSA contest in opposition to the Scandinavian Contsst (the WHAT?). Well,
I never heard of the Scandinavian Contest much less participated in it, Yoa
would think Yuri would at least be loyal to his north American neighbors but I
quess nokt!

Yuri has now switched his new IHSA contest opposite the CAL QS0 Party
(O7P) because of some crying from Europe. The CQP is no slouch of a (SO party
with top guys making over 1500 - 2000 Q50's. I encourage you ko all write to
YURT, VEIaMV and let him know of yvour dis-satisfaction with his choice of
weoekends for his contest and I also encourage you to participate in tha CQP
even if you don't normally., MNE6I is organizing a California boyoott of Yuri's
IRSA contest, IL you aoaree with this Plamse let MEST know and lend your
support to his effort in getting YURI to wise up and change the dates for his
contest becaiise the COP will notllll

= F=
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23,584,597 points !!

NOTICE! SCOC OQWW FINAL CLUB TALLY

(below is photo of Dennis, NEGL accepting his SOCC placque at the January 86
meeting in apprecistion for his faithfull and motivational service to the c¢lud)
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