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SCCC Makes Great Showing in
CQ WPX CW Contest

by Mark Beckwith, WA60TU, and Mike Baker, KA6SAR

Just when it locked like the contest season was finally
coming to a close, several SCCC members obviously decided they
badn't khed sanaceob far anes vesr. and set out to conauer the CQ
WPX Contest on CW.

Leading the pack were Glenn, KENA, operating 9Y4H, and
Jim, N6TJ, operating NHET. Back at home, Mike, KAGSAR,
energized WGEEEN battling for dinner against Mark, WAGOTU,
smoke-testing the new WBUE. Rounding out the local effort was
Ken, ABBFO, putting his brand-new super-antenna-on-a-city-lot
to the teat in Low Power. Repressnting the Multi-Single category
were the NEDX crew as NYEY. Other SCCC members heard during
the weekend were NBAA, N6DLU, WEBHAL, AATNX, K8OY, WbUM,
WEUGF, K6VNX, K9VV at XETX, and N6ZZ. Othera may have been
on but were not spotted by this reporter. AASTT was on from
GM0s5, but he wasn't in the contest.

Conditions seemed to be pretty good. Earlier in the week
there was concern that the MUF might not rise above 20 meters,
but Sunday of the contest proved to be one of the hottest L5
meter openings to Europe in recent monthas, and kept everyone
busy during what might otherwise have been a pretty slow
period. Likewise, 20 meteras was quite hot all night into Europe
from the West Coast and allowed us all a chance to make up some
ground on the Esst Coasters.

40 meters appeared to be a bit lacking, and JAs came
pretty hard to those who persevered. With sach Q50 worth 6
pointe and the potential for multipliers to Japan being so high,
extraordinary perseverance was Lhe order of the day, and WGEEN
and NY6Y both came up with great 40 meter numbers.

On the outside bands, namely 80 and 10 (160 didn't even
figure at all), very little activity could be heard, and very little
wag worked, with everyone favoring the higher traffic
frequencies.

WABOTU's REFLECTIONS

The WFX, to me, never used to be a 'real' contest. [ gueas
I atarted out as a stodgy conservative back when [ was |4 years
old, and have loosened up considerably since attaining a greater
degree of, um, maturity. In those days, the WPX was S5B only,
and therefore was categorically exempt from being taken
seriously. When they went to a CW version, I was forced to take
a second look. I still found the contest lacking in requirementa
of skill, since multipliers were wvirtually random, and there was
no way to systematically acerue a score besides just calling CQ
and hoping not too many people would give you the dreaded
"zero pointers.’

Then came the callsign thing, making it poasible to work a
whaole bunch of American multipliers. Now a serious entrant will
work hundreds of "zero pointers” which are worth a whole lot
more than Zero to their bottom line. When it first started im the

late 70s, a few ops got one-letter calisigns which made them
instant multipliers ({how incredibly unfair, thought [), but as the
vaars hews nasged, more and more contesters poBsess thease

coveted WFPX callsigns, and finally we are to the point where just
about anybody has one, and anybody who doean't (i.e. a W, K, or
N, not to mention a WA or WB) has a halfway decent callsign if

only because of longevity and attrition.

So in all the years 1 spent complaining about what a stupid
contest the WPX is, it has evolved into a downright legitimate,
and let's face it, FUN operating activity. 1 stand corrected. I
was wrong about this one, okay? 1 got on this weekend and had
a REALLY GOOD TIME. What a surprise.

That was where the fun ended, though, because | overslept
during the contest and wound up way down the [ist as a resuilt
1 still came away feeling like I can't wait until next year, though,
for one very important reason: This contest allows single ops 12
houre off, like, to sleep, or attend to family or professional
obligations. I'm not a lightweight, but I have never been able to
g0 48 hours in a contest. This one gives me a playing field that
doesn't kill me. This is a big plus. AnoLher reason the WPX is
good fun is because you can work anybody, not just stateside
only or DX only, but anybody, This keeps your rate up, and
keeps it, well, you know, not boring.

So that is my take on the 1993 CQ WPX CW Uontest. |
would do it again in a second, but I think next time | may want
to try it with one of those newfangled callsigns.

WPX CW Scorea
Single Operator All Band High Power

WGEEN  1647/618 2.06 Meg KAGSAR, Up
WEBUE 1037/512 1.34 Meg WABOTLU, Op
KCBX 1011/501 1.0 Meg

NGAV 283 K

wWeOUL 70 K

Single Operator All Band Low Power
ABEFO  963/500 1.1 Meg
YMulti-Uperator Single Transmitter

AGED 4.55 Meg
NYGY 2225/708 4.3 Meg

Sindle Band Entries

KTJYE A16/175 232 K 40 Meters
WBEJMS 126 K 20 Meters, WQRP



PRESIDENT’S REPORT

UK - the Visalin and Dayton conventions have come
andgone. The SCCC was well represented at both, and most
attendees seemed to be having a pretty good time. Visalia set an
all-time attendance record, and | guess Dayton had upwards of
40,000 registered.

SCCC member Oliver, WEBNV, was sorely minsed at Viasalia,
and from the tone of his telephone call from Cairo last week, we
may not see Ol at Visalia for another five years. He's been busy
getting antennas up at SUZMT in Alexandria and should be
making A big radio aplash scon. Already he's been on 40
(Cushcraft 2-el) with awesome EU pileups.

Speaking of Visalia: The Contest Forum was lota of fun
and WAGOTU and N6TV did a nice job running the "Visalia Group"
panel. [t was eapecially fitting when NCCC President NETV was
talked into joining the SCCC. Of course WN4KKN had to
encourage Bob by paying his dues for him. Steve, NS6T, is the
incoming NCCC President.

Trusat everyone secured their Holiday Inn rooms for Viealia
94. Wasn't it fun trying to get through to the reservations
office?

It was great Lo see old friend Jorge, EA9LZ, at Visalia.
Jorge was the host to NG6ZZ in Ceuta last CQWW CW, and we
;ppreciatz Phil reciprocating by getting Jorge all the way over

E2re.

Congratulations to Tree, N6TR, for the nice review of his
logging software in the current NCJ. Although WAORJY did a
good job, it's impossible to do true justice to the merits of
Tree's work, and anyone not using it is missing out on a lot of
fun. But Tree, you need a name for the S/W!

At Dayton, 1 picked up a new remote tuning device for my
'950, similar to the Ekletech, but seemingly much more versatile.
It just may solve the energy-sapping dilemma of having to reach
over the keyboard to tune the radio. Will give a full report
after trying it at NH6T/AHB6AZ in the upcoming WPX.

Congratulations to our brethren up north as the NCCC was
No. | in both the 392 S5 and WPX.

Our amigo Ville (OH2ZMM, EABEA) will be in LA the aecond
week in June and we're going to have an SCCC meeting at the
N6TJ place on Sunday, June 13, beginning at 1l:00am. Directions
are provided with the meeting announcement on the back. All
food and drinks will be provided, so please come and meet Ville.
He's even promised to bring some alides of the
EABBH/EABEA/EABAH super station. 'DOS' Garlough, WN4KKM, has
even promiged to fly in from Atlanta for the event 73,

Jim, N6TJ

THE VICE PRES SAYS:

[ was fortunate encugh to be able to attend the Dayton
Hamvention again this year and thought I would let fellow club
members know what contest related activities and programs were
presented. The usual forums of interest again were the Antenna
Forum Friday afterncon and the Contest and DX Forums which
ran all day Saturday. The Antenna Forum, moderated by Tim
Duffy, KILR, was excellent as usual. The first paper was
presented by Dick Weber, K5IU, on "'De'termmmg the Wind
Loading of Yagi Antennas.” Dick argued that the present
methods used by wvarious antenna manufacturers, software
writers, and authors to determine wind loading were not the best
method to use. He discussed the "cross flow” method for
determining wind loading and proved that our current thinking
needed some adjustment. If you are concerned anbout mechanical
demgn of yagis you should get a copy of Dick's paper.

The Contest Forum was also moderated by K3LR and
included presentations on "Contest Operating Techniques” by
KQ2ZM, "The VE3EJ Contest Station” by VE3EJ, "Contest Video
Esgay"” by WZ3Q, "Multi-Multi From a Roof Top, C&@WW From
VS6WO" by VS6WO, "Operating Single-Op Plus Packet” by KIWW,
"The K3LR Contest Station” by K3LR., and "A Tribute to Al Slater,
G3IFXB" by G3ISXW. Bob, KQ2ZM discussed techniquea he has used
to become on of the moat accomplished contesters active today.
VEJEJ and KILR showed slides and discussed the Multi-Multi
super stationa they are currently building with hopes of
ripmhmu by thia fall. The Contest Video Esaay, when completed,
will be a video tape interview with many past and present
contest operators discussing their contesting i1deas, opinions,
expericences, etcetern. WZ3Q indicated it will be a wvideo sold
through CQ magazine and should be completed socon, VSBEWO
showed what it took to set the new all-time COWW Multi-Multi
record for Asin. K3IWW presented a home made video which was
humorous and informative. Every chance he could he put in a

promo for the Frankford Radio Club. Lastly, Roger, G3SXW
showed some slides and discussed the many accomplishments of
the late Al Slater, GIFXB. [ never knew Al personally, but |
certainly knew of him. Roger paid tribute to the passing of one
of contesting and DXing's fineat operatore.

Unfortunately, | wasn't able to attend the DX Forum
moderated by NBBJQ. Some of what was offered included "DXAC
Happenings” by W4VQ, "Botawana” by A22MN, "South Orkney" by
VEBCFM, "PS5RST" by JALBK, "VPBSSI” by WEMKB and WA4JQS, and
"AHLA" by K8AJ. Romeo, P5RS7 etc., waan't able to make the
convention due to illness. The other notable item was that the
VPBSSI crew formally announced their plans to activate Peter |
[eland in the spring of 1994.

. The WX was rainy, putting a damper {(did [ read that
right? -ed.) on the swap meet portion of the Hamvention. The
Friday evening DX Dinner was very nice and featured Carl and
Martha Henson with a program on operating from Ethiopia and
Eriteria. Eriteria will most likely become a new DXCC country in
!:he very near future. This year was the first yvear of the
'‘Annual Contest Dinner” sponsored by the North Coast
Contesters. [ would have liked to attend except you didn't even
know about it unless you are fortunate encugh to be on Internet
and use the Contest Reflector (I think that's what they call it).
When I got there [ was told the tickets had all been sold out.
Perhaps someone else will comment on how the dinner turned out.
Perhaps the SCCC/NCCC should do something similar to this at
Visalia Friday evenings? | think it could prove to be quite
popular. Anyway, that's it for now. Hope to see you at the next
SCCC meeting. T3, Bob, WiNQ

P.5. If someone would be interested in setting up a contest
dinner at Viszlia, let me know. Maybe we can work something out!

SCCCOI

is the official Bulletin of the
Southern California
Coniesi Club
Anyone may leave bulletin related messages at any time for

WONQ, WAGOTU, or KAGSAR wa the Southern
Califormia DX Packet System. They may also be mailed to:

Southern Califormia Contest Club

c¢/fo Mark Beckwath - P.O. Box 4
Sierra Madre, California 91025-0004

President - Jim Neiger, N6T]
P.O. Box 4355 - Orange, CA 92613
H - 714 637-1789
W - 310 649-3477

Vice President - Bob Selbrede, WINQ
P.O. Box 2005 - Califorma City, CA 93504
H - 619 373-2204
W - 805 277-9161

Editor - Mark Beckwith, WAGOTU
P.O. Box 4 - Sierra Madre, CA 91025-0004
818 355-8697

Score Collector - Mike Baker, KA6SAR
2421 5. Olive - Santa Ana, CA 92707
714 546-0044 I

Membership in the club is open to anyone. Dues are:
Domestic: $5 per year
Mexico/Canada: $8 per year

Non-adjacent Countries: $ 10 per year

SCCCORE is published 6 times a year. l
Deadlines for submission of bulletin material:
August issue - August 16
October 1ssue - October 11




FROM THE EDITOR

Sitting around reading the mail . . . having a good time
putting out this issue of SCCCORE. I would like to extend my
thanks on behalf of the club to Mike, KAGSAR, for gathering the
WPX scores, to Don, WGEEN, for taking on the job of editing the
Calendar column on the back (looks great, doesn't it?), to Bob,
WONQ, for reporting on the events at Dayton of interest to us -
kind of reaching a bit there when he said he regretted he
couldn't attend the DX Forum; and to Jim, N6TJ, for hosting the
next meeting at his house, which, if you didn't see the notice,
includes providing food and drink, as well as an opportunity to
meet one of the best, Ville, OHZMM.

My personal thanks especially to every asingle one of the
above guys, for getting their columns and info to me by the
deadline. This has made it so easy. Finally, an issue that is
getting mailed the weekend before the meeting . . . and you
thought it couldn't be dene.

I guess that means [ lied last month when I said I feit a
b-pager coming on. [ guess I just couldn't tell WHEN it was
coming on. Mail? Did I say mail? ['ve received a few notes this
time around which bear repeating in the bulletin., First of all,
from Marty, NGVI/KH6, thanking me for the WR-1000 manual. I
guess our bulletin geta around, since a week after I sent out the
February issue, I received a photocopy of a WR-1000 manual from
a couple of guys in the YCCC who have about 6 of them and read
of Marty's woes. They sent it to the P.0. Box asking me to
forward it to Hawaili. Marty goes on to say that SCCCORE
advertising scored again, and the tower sold.

I had a note from Jim, WB6JMS, confirming he was also
present at the meeting at WBG0KK's, and got inadvertantly left
off the list. We'll mark your sttendance as such, OB.

Wayne, N6NB, writes that he is enjoying life in the 'private
sector.” He is enjoying devoting more time to Ham Radio instead
of Ham Radio politice! [ gather that he really js devoting more
time to Ham Radio, since [ have seen him listed as the winner of
the CQ WPX VHF Contest last July. To you HF guys this may
seem like no big deal, but to us VHF aficionados this iz no small

4 feat. This ia the first time mince the inception of the Grid

Square scoring system in 1984 that any West Coast station has
been the overall winner of any VHF contest. This is truly one
for the record books. Congratulations, Wayne.

Finally, Larry, NGAZE, writes with his own interpretation of
what happened in the November Sweepstakes, where we came in
second to the North Texas Contest Club in the Medium category.
He points out that the NCCC won the Unlimited category by
entering 91 members with an average of 100K each. When you
look at it in these terms, our club could field 50 members on
both modes making only 800 QS0Os each and win the Unlimited
category. He maks for my thoughts.

Somehow it i3 so0 much easier on paper. Maybe it is time
to mount this effort. We've been threatening to do it for & long
time now. Larry may not be aware of the extent to which our
Vice President WSNg pushed to get the club to the top of the
Medium category last fall. It was like pulling teeth. It will
always be like pulling teeth. We just don't seem to be a Club
Aggregate Competition kind of elub. Maybe this can change.

SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA CONTEST CLUB MEMBERSHIP FORM
Anyonc applying for Ncw Mcmbecership should fill out the following: _

Name:

Maybe we can come up with some way of committing ourselves Lo
a goal and working together to achieve it in S8. It is a tall
order with CQWW rising ominously above us all at that time of
year. I don't know. I don't want to be the one to lead it, but
hey, how about YOU, Larry? Between you and Bob we might be
able to really get something going! Maybe you two guys should
talk. (I smell a Vice President nomination brewing).

I gotta tell you, it was really cool getting all those letters.
1 am beginning to feel like people care about what {8 geoing on
with our little pizza eating and beer drinking (and CQ Worldwide
WINNING) club.

Speaking of people caring, how about this: Now that | am
a bona-fide member of the CAC, I must say it is disappointing to
see how little the CAC actually does, and how little anybody elae
really cares what we think. Thie is a pretty miserable state of
affaira and needs to be attended to. It locka like 1 have my
work cut out for me.

To begin with, I am announcing my plana to propose some
radical changes to the DX contest, and I am going to need a
small committee to work on this with me from the ranks of the
SCCC, We will have to do things like: 1) Write some really solid
new rules and 2) design a presentation that is so good loocking
and so polished that everybody actually takes the idea seriously.
The main thrust will be to de-emphasize the National Top Ten
idea in favor of smaller, more geographically competitive regions,
as few as three (Left, Middle, and Right?) or as many ma 5
(ARRL Divisions). The talk ['ve heard figures probably something
like six. The format would remain USA-works-the-world, but the
results would show the Northeast competing with the Northeast,
the Northwest competing with the Northwest, the South-central
with the Socuth-central, and so on.

Instead of Top-Ten boxes, there would be, say, Top-Five
boxes for each category in each region. Trophies would go to
the top station in each region in each class, and certificates on
down the line. You can see there will be many more "winners”
recognition-wiae,

Ancther goal will be te broaden the amount of computer
processing by getting more logs on disk than at present. The
better scrutinized the logs are, the more meaningful the status of
winning an event like this. Therefore, loga-on-disk will be
eligible for awards;, but logs-not-on-diak will not, but will still be
published in the standings appropriately identified as
Participants but not Competitora.

Along with these new concepts; I am pondering some really
leape~-and-bounds stuff like requiring the top competitors to keep
an audio tape of their operations.

Out will be: the L0 minute rule, sny semblance of a 24-hour
calegory, and use of packet in Single-operator categories. It is
my belief that any one guy with all the packet spote can
outscore any two guys with two radios operating Multi-single.
Facket means Multi-op.

It'a a big bite to chew, I know, but it has the potential of
making a trophy in the ARRL DX Contest a very coveted award -
more than it ia now, at least, and at best displacing the CYWW as
the most popular serious contest. The only thing that could be
better would be a CQWW administered and reported to the same
degree of detail and accuracy. [ need help drafting the rules
and taking last year's results and retabulating them inte our

proposed new format. Does anyone want to talk about it?
73, Mark, WAGOTU

Call:

Address:

Telephones:

Everyone:

Check here if you would like a club badge - include an additional $6.
Current Members: Check your mailing label on the back of this form. If everything
1s current, fine. Just send this in with a check. If there are changes, note them.
Dues are: $5 per year Domestic. $8 Canada/Mexico. and $10 anywhere else.

Mail to: SCCC c¢/o Mark, WA60TU - Box 4 - Sierra Madre, CA 91025-0004




SCCC CALENDAR

Truly all the dates that fit! by W6EEN
JUNE
12-14 ARRL June VHF Contest
13th CLUB MEETING, SUNDAY, 11:00am
N6TJ)'s QTH, Come meet Ville, OHZMM!
19-20 All Asian DX Contest CW Weekend
26-27 ARRL Field Day

JULY

10-11 TARU HF World Championship
10-11 CQ World Wide VHF WPX Contest

AUGUST
7-8 North American QSO Party, CW w/e
16th Deadline for August Issue

21-22 North American QSO Party, SSB w/e
28th CLUB MEETING, Location TBA

SEPTEMBER

4-5 All ASIAN DX Contest SSB w/e
12th Norta Ainerican Sprint, CW w/e

19th North American SErint, SSB wie

Southern California Contest Club
¢/o Mark Beckwith, Box 4
Sierra Madre, California 91025-0004

l FIRST CLASS

N6VR MEMBER THROUGH 02/94

Ray Benny

160 Brandt Ave.
Oak View CA 93022

i OEG

NEXT MEETING

The next SCCC Club
meeting will be held:
Sunday, June 13, 1993
2¢ 11:00 am
at the QTH of N6TJ

Jim is hosting the next meeting at his house.
This is a Sunday, make no mistake. Special
guest Ville, OHZMM, will be the Guest of
Honor. N6TJ will be providing all food and
drink for this one, so just bring yourselves.

DIRECTIONS:

Take the 91 Freeway east to Imperial Highway exit. Turn
right on Imperiz2!, g~ ~hort distance to light and turn left
onto Santa Ana Canyon Road. Go 2.2 miles to fourth
light, Mohler, turn right. Go short distance to stop sign.
Go straight through stop and take first left onto Mill
Stream. Jim's QTII is 3rd house on left, 7451 [. Mill
Stream Circle. If you are coming west on the 91, take
Wecir Canyon cxit (onc cxit befere Impcrial). Turn lcft on
Weir Canyon and right on Santa Ana Canyon about 2 miles.
Turn left onto Mohler, then follow the directions above.

LOST? Call (714) 281-3209 .

-
i

FIRST CLASS
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